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Our project 

! Communication and Empire : Chinese 
Empires in Comparative Perspective 

! http://www.chinese-empires.ac.uk/ 
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Data curation 

Digitized 
Notebook 

TEI-
Markup Data 
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Notebooks in !
print bibliographic database 
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Tagged notebooks 
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Integrate with CBDB 
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CBDB API 

!  CBDB API provides a search facility 

!  by name,  
!  by CBDB person ID 

!  And returns the result in 

!  HTML (Default) 
!  XML 
!  JSON 

!  CBDB also provides an API for version checking 
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CBDB API (Cont.) 

! 10043 -L:  

! Call by CBDB person ID !
http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
person.php?id=10043 

! Call by name!
http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
person.php?name=-L 

More inforamtion: http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/ 
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CBDB result in HTML 
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CBDB API (Cont.) 

! Output formats 

! XML format: !
    http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
person.php?name=-L&o=xml 

!  JSON format: !
    http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
person.php?id=10043&o=json 
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CBDB results in XML and JSON 
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CBDB API (Cont.) 

! Version API 

! http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
version.php !
(Timestamp in YYYYMMDD) 
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Periodically update  

CBDB 
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Search By CBDB ID in JSON 

JSON Data 



CBDB API as biographical 
dictionary in close reading 

2013/3/23 AAS 2013 14 



CBDB API as biographical 
dictionary in data analysis 
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Using CBDB API as !
a biographical dictionary in HTML 

!  Using Anchor Tag <a/> to open a new window and 
use CBDB API (in HTML format) as a biographical 
dictionary 

!  <a href=“http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
person.php?name=F2” target=“_blank”>F2</a> 

!  target = “_self” (same window) 
!  target = “_blank” (new window) 
!  target= “cbdbInfo” (the window with the name 

“cbdbInfo”) 
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Example 

!  .DJB<5"�)/E6C3!&8:10!.
F24?("�=/9#,#$+*HC!8'" 

!  .DJB<5"�)/E6C3!&8:10!
.<a href=“http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
person.php?name=F2” target=“_blank”>F2
</a>4?("�=/9#,#$+*HC!8'" 

!  .DJB<5"�)/E6C3!&8:10!
.<a href=“http://cbdb.fas.harvard.edu/cbdbapi/
person.php?id=415” target=“_blank”>F2</a>
4?("�=/9#,#$+*HC!8'" 
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CBDB result in HTML 
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Integration of CBDB with the dataset of 
people cited by�-;@�in ANI 
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Data observation example 
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Data observation in pie chart 
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Data observation in bar chart 
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Future development  

!  Integrate with CHGIS (GIS view) 

!  Integrate with CBDB’s social relationships 
(SNA view) 
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Citation frequency chart 
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Data filtering with CBDB index year 

2013/3/23 AAS 2013 25 



Close-Up of Frequency Chart 
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From citation pie chart to close reading 
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Cited entry 
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