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遠距離閱讀/間讀	
 作者認為要進行文學史研究時，為獲取客觀的歷史全局，原有
的近讀 (close	reading)	方式應該有所調整。因為利用近讀的方
式，僅能獲取片段的個案歷史紀錄，無法滿足歷史全局所需要
的充足證據。作者因此提出“遠距離閱讀/間讀” (distant	
reading)	的知識架構概念，也就是選定主要研究基本關鍵因素
進行文本分析，找出全盤狀況。這個全盤的狀況不是最後的結
果，而是提供讓文學史研究者有掌握更多線索的方法，和從中
發現更多可進一步探討的議題。作者也認為身為文學研究者，
對於自然和社會科學研究方法仍有很多值得學習的地方。



    本書內容分別將文學史研究上少用的圖表 (graphs)、地圖 
(maps)、樹狀圖 (trees)	的三種分析模式的實用價值分段說明。
圖表(graphs)是從量化的歷史中產生圖表。作者利用量化方式
分析比較各國文學書籍出版數量、文學類型、市場接受度、政
治因素等等在不同歷史年代產生變化的背景因素。地圖 (Maps)
是將文本內容濃縮至一組少數幾個關鍵要素，依據這組要素找
出它們在文本內容中出現的頻率和空間上的相對位置。這樣的
空間幾何地圖是彌補文字描述的不足，也是為文本分析前做的
準備工作。透過這樣的方式，這些空間幾何圖會顯現出一些傳
統文本分析看不到的線索和一些背後隱藏的社會空間架構模式。
樹狀圖(tree)引用達爾文1859年物種起源 (The	Origin	of	Species)	
的天擇 (Natural	selecEon)	所用的圖表概念，接續圖表和空間幾
何地圖分析結果，再進行更深層的分析比較。作者以分析英國
偵探小說為例，調查當時文學市場走向和讀者偏好。


Abstract	
Supported	by	a	seed	grant	from	Yale‘s	digital	humaniEes	program,	this	project	is	in	its	conceptual	stage.	It	
will	explore	new	mappings	of	Qing	intellectual	history,	élite	literary	networks,	and	the	spread	of	news	and	
gossip	through	tesEng	digital	tools	on	the	Yuewei	Caotang	Biji.	The	Yuewei	is	a	canonical	text	of	
the	’jo[ngs‘	(筆記／隨筆)	genre,	through	which	much	Qing	intellectual	discourse	was	conducted.	Methods	
refined	on	the	Yuewei	may	then	be	used	to	undertake	’distant	readings‘	of	large	quanEEes	of	Qing	
intellectual	discourse	in	’jo[ngs‘	which	cannot	be	subject	to	individual	close	readings.		
This	project	is	in	its	ini1al	conceptual	stages	and	welcomes	advice	from	experienced	digital	humanists	on	
tools	and	methodologies	for	its	development. 請多指教


Why	Yuewei?	
•  The	Yuewei	is	a	canonical	text	of	approx.	

1,200	anecdotes	with	a	firmly	established	
authorship,	transmission	lineage,	and	central	
status	in	Qing	intellectual	history.	

•  The	career	of	its	author	(Ji	Yun 紀昀,	Hanlin	
academician	and	editor	of	the	Siku	Quanshu 
四庫全書)	and	his	intellectual	milieu	are	
well	documented	both	in	the	Yuewei	itself	
and	in	other	exisEng	sources,	allowing	
informaEon	to	be	cross-referenced.	

•  The	Yuewei	is	immediately	available	in	
punctuated	plaintext.


Argument	and	Key	Ques1ons	
My	close	reading	of	the	Yuewei	in	its	Qing	intellectual	context	-	
rather	than	as	a	work	of	xiaoshuo	小說 -	complicates	the	exisEng	
scholarly	narraEve	of	the	book	as	one	of	supernatural	anecdotes.	
Rather,	I	believe	that	the	work	is	intended	as	one	of	polemic	and	
history,	carefully	concerned	with	facts	and	sourcing.	
This	raises	several	ques1ons:	
•  Is	it	possible	to	measure	the	'facEness'	of	the	text,	or	of	parEcular	

anecdotes?	
•  Is	it	possible	to	measure	the	'presentness'	or	'currentness'	of	the	

work	
•  Is	it	possible	to	situate	the	Yuewei's	consEtuent	anecdotes	in	a	

visualized	Qing	social	network?	
•  Is	it	worthwhile	to	geographically	or	temporally	map	the	work's	

consEtuent	anecdotes	in	visualizaEons	using	Emelines	or	or	maps	
of	the	Qing	empire?
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Poten1al	Toolbox	
•  Authority	database/

relaEonal	database	
•  Gephi	network	sofware	
•  Text	tagging	
•  CartoDB	map	visualizaEon	
•  Graphing	through	Eme	
	
	


