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Late Medieval Chinese Exchange Poetry (820-960):
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Thomas |. Mazanec, Princeton University ,ﬁ

An exchange poem, broadly defined, is any poem that mentions a person’s name in its
title. This genre of poetry was the most popular and ubiquitous of the medieval period
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Our  analysis demonstrates the
importance, of Buddhist monks to |
literary networks of the late medieva
period. Contrary ions of
monks as hermits isolated from the
outside world, they were in fact some o
the most well-connected hubs of

exchange. As such, they could be
considered brokers of literary power.
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“Poetry can serve as a means for forming groups.”
& A] LLEF
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“Ever facing the realm of men, we are trapped in the net.”
KA ABIHHEEE Lo vin 252 (833-910), from “Language” =

One of our most striking preliminary conclusions is that the poetic schools posited by
much traditional and modern criticism bear almost no relation to the network map.
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oo/ Members of the various schools are often very tightly bound together through their
; ;& exchanges. Thus “schools” jJk—a concept which blurs together social and aesthetic
, , — categories—is not a productive framework for the writing of late medieval literary
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For fuller, interactive versions of these graphs, visit tommazanec.com/network-maps.



